
Center for Intercultural Dialogue 
626 Thurston Ave. 
brings together diverse student organizations, 
and other cultural centers across campus
living.sas.cornell.edu [search “intercultural”]

“I’m Fine...”
Starting out at Cornell was a difficult transition fro me. 
There were days when I felt lonely and overwhelmed 
about coming from a close-knit high school to such a big 
university where I felt like a tiny fish in an ocean of people. 
After deciding not to join a sorority, I was nervous about 
finding a community to belong to. Throughout my time 
here, however, I have come to find not just one, but a 
multitude of organizations I feel connected to and belong 
to. I have learned to define my own terms of inclusion 
and to be proactive in creating spaces for others to find 
belonging as well. I wish as a freshman I had known that 
everyone struggles to find inclusion at large universi-
ties, and sometimes students from minority backgrounds 
especially feel the struggle. By embracing our common 
challenges and experiences as incoming students, I think 
we can forge successful paths for everyone. Starting out at 
Cornell was a difficult transition fro me. There were days 
when I felt lonely and overwhelmed about coming from a 
close-knit high school to such a big university where I felt 
like a tiny fish in an ocean of people. After deciding not to 
join a sorority, I was nervous about finding a community 
to belong to. Throughout my time here, however, I have 
come to find not just one, but a multitude of organiza-
tions I feel connected to and belong to. I have learned to 
define my own terms of inclusion and to be proactive in 
creating spaces for others to find belonging as well. I wish 
as a freshman I had known that everyone struggles to find 
inclusion at large universities, and sometimes students 
from minority backgrounds especially feel the struggle. 
By embracing our common challenges and experiences as 
incoming students, I think we can forge successful paths 
for everyone. Starting out at Cornell was a difficult transi-
tion fro me. There were days when I felt lonely and over-
whelmed about coming from a close-knit high school to 
such a big university where I felt like a tiny fish in an ocean 
of people. After deciding not to join a sorority, I was ner-
vous about finding a community to belong to. Throughout 
my time here, however, I have come to find not just one, 
but a multitude of organizations I feel connected to and 
belong to. I have learned to define my own terms of inclu-
sion and to be proactive in creating spaces for others to 
find belonging as well. I wish as a freshman I had known 
that everyone struggles to find inclusion at large universi-
ties, and sometimes students from minority backgrounds 
especially feel the struggle. By embracing our common 
challenges and experiences as incoming students, I think 
we can forge successful paths for everyone. Starting out at 
Cornell was a difficult transition fro me. There were days 

“I wish as a freshman I had known everyone struggles to find  
inclusion at large universities, and sometimes students from minority 

backgrounds especially feel the struggle.”– Katelyn Fletcher

Cornell Health 
medical and mental health services
phone consultation 24/7 
607 255-5155
health.cornell.edu 

Services and support are available to help Cornell students address  
a range of issues impacting health and well-being.  
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REALLY?

Go deeper

Beneath The Surface

This campaign was developed by Cornell students... for Cornell students. 

Additional resources: caringcommunity.cornell.eduBeneath The Surface 


